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Foreword: 

The present Nepalese generation is quite conversant with the practice of Kamaiya, Kamalari, badi etc. However, our younger generation is blissfully ignorant of kariya/kamara/kamari/slave practice of Nepal so poignantly dramatized in Malati-Mangale
. From Greek and Roman times to late nineteenth century, slavery was practiced and flourished much in Middle East, Americas and the colonies of European countries. Slavery was a business-as-usual practice of the rulers on the ruled.  Nepal was no exception and she also indulged in this cruel international practice. Though British-India abolished slavery and made it a criminal offence in 1860, Rana rulers did not deem it necessary to abolish this heinous practice till 1925. Nepal’s slavery is a dark chapter in her history: much shrouded, superficially discussed and for various reasons conveniently brushed under the carpet. As the ‘Country that Forgets its History has No Future’, Nepal needs to remember her past, both deeds and misdeeds. Slavery in Nepal needs to be delved, fathomed, discussed and written about. 
Slavery in Western Countries: As early as 1117 AD, Iceland appears to be the first country to abolish slavery. Sweden, that then included Finland, made slavery illegal in 1335 AD. Much later in 1723 AD, even the feudal Czarist Russia abolished slavery. Though slavery was abolished by France’s First Republic in 1794, the reform-minded Emperor Napoleon re-introduced it immediately in 1802 so that her colonies’ vast sugarcane plantations were not deprived of free labour. In contrast, trading of slaves in British Empire was abolished in 1807 and as detergent, ships transporting slaves were fined 100 Pounds per slave. Britain, the then supreme maritime power, began patrolling African coast to suppress slave trading and by 1865 the British navy freed nearly 150,000 people. Though United States of America did not abolish slavery, it did in 1808 prohibit import of slaves into her territory. The Gran Colombia (comprising Ecuador, Columbia, Venezuela and Panama) in 1821 declared free all sons and daughters born to slave mothers and also set up programs to compensate their emancipation. Following that cue, the American Colonization Society of USA in 1822 founded Liberia in West Africa as a colony for emancipated slaves. In 1871 Brazil declared free the sons and daughters born to slave mothers but slavery was abolished only in 1888.
Slavery in British Empire: The British monarch, William IV, on August 1, 1834 gave his royal assent to the Slavery Abolition Bill 1833 and slavery, in theory, was abolished throughout the British Empire. Some delays were encountered in its implementation in South Africa and Mauritius but the Bill did not actually abolish slavery in British-India, Ceylon (Sri Lanka) and St. Helena. The legal jargon given for this non-implementation was that large parts of India were governed not by the British government but by the East India Company as an agent of the Moghul Emperor in Delhi. It was only in the aftermath of the 1857 Indian Sepoy Mutiny
 that the British government took over the East India Company and annexed India as part of her British Empire. This led to the introduction of the 1860 Indian Penal Code which not only abolished slavery but made enslavement of human beings in India a criminal offence. However, dire poverty and human deprivation continued to be exploited. Hundred of thousands of poverty-ridden Indians were exported, cleverly terming it labour indenture to bypass the law, to the colonial sugar farms of Mauritius, British Guyana, West Indies etc. 

Slavery
 in USA: One of the major milestones in western world’s slavery abolishment is the Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863 by US President, Abraham Lincoln. Slavery was a sensitive issue right from the founding fathers’ time. Though slavery was not mentioned in US Constitution, the Constitution itself provided that a slave would be counted as three-fifths of a person for the purpose of congressional representation and that all fugitive slaves should be surrendered to their lawful masters. When this slavery controversy erupted in 1820, the Congress tackled the issue by cobbling the Missouri Compromise. This permitted slavery practice in the southern States, south of latitude thirty six and half degrees, with the exception of Missouri, Kentucky, Virginia, Maryland and Delaware States in the north. The burning slavery issue again erupted in 1846 when USA, after invading
 Mexico, annexed the States of New Mexico, Arizona, California, Nevada and Utah. The Southern States wanted continuation of slavery practice in these newly acquired States whereas the Northern States wanted to bar it. 

Around that period, even the liberal-minded Lincoln believed
 that Blacks should have no voting rights, should not qualify to hold office and be barred from becoming jurors in court cases concerning whites. Then in 1854, the introduction of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, another cobbled up compromise to keep the Union intact, fueled the fury of antislavery Northern States. By the time Lincoln was sworn is as the President in early March 1861, the Southern Confederates, angry that the ‘nigger loving Republican party were in power’ decided to secede from the Union. President Lincoln, though accused of being slow to respond to this secession, was actually waiting to see whether the key border States like Missouri, Kentucky, Virginia, Arkansas etc. would opt for the Union or the Confederates. President Lincoln was forced to decide when Confederate troops in April 1861 besieged and captured Fort Sumter in South Carolina that was manned by Union troops. This finally triggered the bitter four year civil war between the Northern and Southern States on the slavery issue.

During the Civil War, the British and French governments, fearing the growing might of USA, were sympathetic to the Confederate States. To woo British and French support, President Jefferson Davis of the Confederate States did consider issuing an emancipation proclamation freeing the slaves. This was, however, strongly opposed by the rich Southern farmers who owned luxurious estates and massive cotton farms exclusively tended to by their vast numbers
 of African slaves. With the Confederates’ defeat in sight, the US Congress on January 31, 1865 passed the 13th amendment to the constitution: "Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction." The bitterly fought Civil War costing over 600,000 lives finally ended on April 9, 1865 when the Confederate General Robert Lee
 surrendered to the Union’s General Ulysses Grant at Appomattox. Just five days after that surrender, on April 14, 1865 President Lincoln was shot by John Wilkes Booth, a Southerner, at Ford’s Theatre and he died the next day. The 13th Amendment was ratified on December 6, 1865. 

Slavery in Nepal: 

i) King Rajendra Bickram’s 1838 Lal Mohar on Slavery Abolishment: In an attempt to duplicate the British Monarch’s 1834 Slavery Abolishment Bill, King Rajendra Bickram Shah
 in 1838 gave his Lal Mohar to Prime Minister Rana Jung Pande’s bill
 that all ‘char varna chhattis jat’ were strictly forbidden to buy slaves or keep in bond any free males, females or children under their ownership. But the Bill failed to be implemented due primarily to Rajendra’s weak indecisive reign and the prevailing fluid politics in the closing years of Bhimsen Thapa’s departure in 1837. The small but powerful entrenched elites, as usual, maneuvered to keep their vested slavery interests intact. Upper class Nepalese elites boasted their worth by the number of slaves they owned. They publicly displayed
 their slaves given away as dowry in their daughters’ marriages like commodities (furniture, TVs, refrigerators etc.) in present day marriages. 

ii) Slavery in Jung’s 1854 Mulki Ain: Slavery served the interests of the entrenched elites so much so that even Jung Bahadur, Nepal’s most powerful man, deemed it necessary to continue by encoding it in his much trumpeted 1854 Mulki Ain.
 Among the 219 signatories of this Mulki Ain, there were only ‘about eight Newar, about three Gurung, about four Magar; another 4-5 might be Tamang or of other ethnic groups’
 and the rest were all from the ruling elites. Jung’s Mulki Ain classified Prithwi Narayan Shah’s ‘char jat chattis varna ko phulbari’ further into the veritable Upadhya Brahmin, Rajput, Jaisi Brahmin, tagadhari chetri, na masine matwali, masine matwali, pani na chalne jat and chhito halnu parne jat etc. All pani chalne Matwalis of mongloid stock were categorized by the nation’s rulers as the lowly Sudras
. The 1854 Mulki Ain has devoted several chapters that deal exclusively with Kamara/Kamari and Badha. Unlike the Kamara/Kamaris who are slaves throughout their entire lives including the children they produce, the Badhas get their freedom if they pay off their debts to their Asamis. These separate chapters deal with: punishment of slaves for having sexual relationship, punishment to those who assist the slaves to run away, norms to be applied when selling off slaves, what to do when the mother slave is separated from her children during her owner’s family partition and even on keeping the female slave as wife by the owner. Interestingly, the courts of Nepal meted out justice on the basis of caste classification. For example: If somebody lies and sells off the children of Masinne jat, the fine is Rs 360/- but for children of Namasinne jat that fine increases to Rs 540/- while for selling the Taghadhari jat children the fine increases further to Rs 720/- !  Jung’s 1854 Mulki Ain valued the child of a tagadhari twice that of the masinne jat!

iii) Jung’s Emancipation for Slaves runaway only to Naya Muluk and Morang: Despite being aware of the 1863 emancipation of slaves in America and the bitter civil war, Jung in 1868 merely enacted a bill that freed
 only those slaves, who ran away from their owners, to Naya Muluk and Morang/Jhapa. Apparently, this bill must have been an outcome of the pressures from slave owners complaining about too many runaway slaves. Naya Muluk, comprising of present day Kanchanpur, Kailali, Banke and Bardiya districts, was ceded back to Nepal in 1860 for the services rendered
 by Nepal during the 1857 Sepoy Mutiny in India. The shrewd Jung immediately had King Surendra bestowed
 on him the entire district of Bardiya as birta. Like Naya Muluk, Morang/Jhapa was also distributed to the ruling elites as birtas. Agricultural labour for these aulo ridden districts was scarce. Hence, Jung merely legalized the selfish interests of his families as well as those of the elites to supply dirt cheap labour to work on their birta lands in Tarai. 

iv) Chandra in his Uncle’s Footsteps: Jung died on February 25, 1877 at Pattharghat on the bank of Bagmati while on a regal hunt. His successor, Ranoddip Singh, was murdered by his own nephews in November 22, 1885 and power usurped by Dhir Shumshere’s 17 sons. Bir Shumshere ruled till his death on March 5, 1901 to be succeeded by his brother, Dev Shumshere. However, the luxury loving Dev, after a brief three month stint, was eased out under gunpoint by his own younger brother, Chandra Shumshere, on June 26, 1901. Though Chandra towards the end of his long 28 years reign did abolish slavery in Nepal, none of the Ranas, from Jung through Ranoddip and Bir Shumshere, did anything substantial to alleviate the miseries and inhuman plights of Nepalese slaves and badhas. Instead, it was the luxury seeking but reform-minded
 three month ruler, Dev Shumshere, who in 1901 attempted to abolish slavery of women and children from Kathmandu and Lamjung/Kaski that he was the Rajah
 of. To Jung’s list of Naya Muluk and Morang/Jhapa, Chandra added the third name of Chitwan where runaway slaves, lucky to reach that district, were legally free and their owners had no right to extradite them. Again under pressure from slave owners, Chandra enacted another law whereby runaway slaves caught after three years could get their freedom if they paid their owners their body price. But those runaway slaves, caught after ten years by their owners, were luckier as they need not pay anything to their owners for their freedom.

v) Chandra’s November 28, 1924 (BS Marga 14, 1981) Declaration of Slavery Abolishment: Though Chandra abolished slavery in Nepal, one questions whether that was the result of his genuine conviction against slavery or of his penchant desire to keep Nepal in the international stage. A year before in 1923 Chandra had signed the Treaty of Peace and Friendship with Britain that finally signaled Nepal as a sovereign independent nation and not in the same league as the numerous large and small princely States of India. The matriculated English speaking Chandra was well aware of the 1924 Temporary Slavery Commission formed by the League of Nations, the original United Nations that was a product of the First World War. On November 28, 1924 at Tundikhel’s historically famous Khari ko Bot (chopped down during King Mahendra’s reign), Chandra had his 57 page proclamation on slavery abolishment read out to the huge assembled crowd in Nepali by his scholarly Mahila Guruju, Hemraj Pande.  Though there were only three Angrej (Bada Saheb-the British Resident, his English Doctor Saheb and Mister Kilburn Saheb of Bijuli Adda), Chandra saw to it that his 57 page proclamation was duly translated and also read out in English by his Badakazi, Marichman Singh. English was a necessity for the astute Chandra to ensure that his proclamation through the all powerful Angrej Sahebs would ultimately reach the ears of the League of Nations’ Temporary Slavery Commission. 
One questions Chandra’s desire to abolish slavery because of the following logic he made
 in his proclamation at Tundikhal: ‘The cost incurred by a slave owner to raise a slave child to a workable age of 16 years comes to an investment of 410 Rupees. But if he were to, instead, take 120 Rupees for the slave, the price fixed by the government, and have that amount lent out at 10% annual interest rate (though 16 to 30% interest rates prevail) then the slave owner would earn 1,110 Rupees within that same period. This is a substantial amount in the hills.’ Such comparison is indeed very bizarre and dehumanizing. Chandra officially implemented slavery abolishment on April 13, 1925. In true Rana fashion
, Chandra compensated a large number of slave owners with a 14 lakh rupees loan from the holy coffers of the Pashupatinath temple. Hence, the name Shiva Bhakti was given to the freed slaves. It is also reported
 that Chandra spent a total of Rupees 36.70 lakhs to liberate the slaves at an average price of 70 Rupees per slave. Nepal thus became a signatory to the September 25, 1926 League of Nations’ Convention on Slavery binding all signatories to end slavery trade and slavery.
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Courtesy of Nepal Rediscovered (Photographs from the Archives of the Nepal Kingdom Foundation): Written below the photo: The announcement of the emancipation of slaves on the Tundikhel on November 28, 1924. More than 62,000 slaves were freed.
vi) The Body Price of a Slave and their Plights: Of interest to present day Nepalese would be the body price of the then slave. To quote Landon: ‘rates paid in compensation ranged from 20 Rupees for a female and 15 Rupees for a male under 3 years of age, to 100 Rupees for a female and 75 Rupees for a male between the age of 13 and 40. Prices after the age of 40 dropped to 50 Rupees for a female and 30 Rupees for a male under the age of 60, 41 Rupees for a female and 31 Rupees for a male over 60 years old.’ Females under the age of 40 were prized more than the males as their children would all enhance the stable of the slave owner. These slave rates would convey no meaning unless one is conversant with the then prevailing market prices. The wage of a labourer
 then was an anna per day which meant less than two Rupees per month and hence less than twenty four Rupees per year! 

While these were the slave rates in Chandra’s early twentieth century Nepal, the rates in USA during Lincoln’s time is indicated by Edward Bates, a Virginian, boasting
 to his brother Frederick: ‘The slaves sold pretty well, a young woman at $537 and a boy child 5 years old at $ 290!’ The heart-wrenching plight of the slaves, a group of slave children purchased from different plantations and on their way to be auctioned off at Richmond, is vividly described by Henry Seward
: ‘Ten naked little boys, between six and twelve years old, tied together, two and two, by their wrists, were all fastened to a long rope, and followed by a tall, gaunt white man, who with his long lash, whipped up the sad and weary little procession, drove it to the horse-trough to drink, and thence to a shed, where they lay down on the ground and sobbed and moaned themselves to sleep.’ Unfortunately, neither Nepalese history nor her literature details such graphic plights of her slaves. Perceval Landon, however, does refer
 to a plea to Chandra Shumshere by a slave mother with seven children, whose master, despite her prayers, sold off her daughter and four sons and was arranging to sell her breast-suckling baby slave. When the seller and purchaser were summoned and questioned by Chandra, both replied that ‘this was the custom in the hills and the law did not forbid it.’ Landon, however, states that the slave woman was given ‘the wherewithal to free her sold children according to the law which provides that on the sale of slaves their kith and kin or those interested can liberate them on payment of the legal amounts to their masters.’ But it must be noted that the kith and kin of the slaves must have that ‘wherewithal’ capacity to buy. And the extremely despotic and feudal Chandra ensured that his raitis of Nepal did not develop such capacities.
vii) Sardar BB Pande’s Chart:

	Serial number
	Names of Districts 
	Number of Households
	Population
	Number of Slaves
	Enslaved Percentage

	1.

2.
	Inside Kathmandu Valley

Outside Kathmandu Valley

TOTAL

% of total population
	64,440

10,361

74,801
	3,05,580

   59,860

3,65,440

(6.61%)
	1,409

   214

1,623


	0.46%

0.36%

0.44%



	3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.


	West Number – 1 

West Number – 2 

West Number – 3 

West Number – 4 

Kaski & Lamjung

Palpa & Gulmi

Piuthan

Dang & Salyan

TOTAL

% of total population
	38,397

14,597

14,976

29,523

23,775

63,615

21,345

36,531

2,42,759
	1,63,895

   78,188

   81,225

1,79,072

1,36,044

3,70,207

1,20,387

2,13,194

13,42,212

(24.27%)
	1,893

1,071

1,385

5,082

4,236

7,492

1,629

1,027

23,815


	1.16%

1.37%

1.71%

2.84%

3.11%

2.02%

1.35%

0.48%

1.77%

	11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.


	Doti

Baitadi & Dadeldhura

Dailekh

Jumla

Phalbang

Jajarkot

Bajhang

Bajura

TOTAL

% of total population
	24,332

  9,116

11,789

14,296

     790

12,137

  5,821

  2,483

80,764

  
	1,53,226

   77,302

   83,750

   88,433

     4,475

   73,579

   42,596

   19,849

5,43,210

(9.83%)
	1,030

   507

   323

1,220

   111

   247

   492

   360

4,290


	0.67%

0.66%

0.39%

1.38%

2.48%

0.34%

1.16%

1.81%

0.79%

	19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.


	East Number – 1

East Number – 2

East Number – 3

East Number – 4 

Dhankuta

Ilam

TOTAL

% of total population
	39,669

31,785

20,699

49,958

58,784

14,970

2,15,865


	  2,11,381

  1,72,921

  1,04,768

  2,65,145

  3,49,818

     87,028

11,91,061

(21.54%)
	  2,563

  4,718

  5,047

  3,445

  4,307

     518

20,598
	1.21%

2.73%

4.81%

1.30%

1.23%

0.60%

1.73%

	25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.


	Birgunj, Bara, Parsa, Rautahat

Mohattari & Sarlahi

Saptari

Udaypur

Morang (Biratnagar & Jhapa)

Khajahani & Shivaraj

Palhi Majhkhand

Banke & Bardiya

Kailali & Kanchanpur

Makwanpur

Kandrang

Chitwan

Sonar

Surkhet

TOTAL

% of total population
	77,065

71,279

62,766

  9,032

36,257

19,156

28,644

17,405

  4,777

10,106

  1,425

  2,088

     351

  3,069

3,43,420


	4,14,515

4,70,900

3,77,483

   48,397

2,11,240

1,22,269

1,84,555

1,04,455

   46,815

   56,294

     9,557

   20,506

     2,726

   17,289

20,87,001

(37.75%)
	  69

111

368

525

121

     6

     4

     6

     0

   25

   12

     0

     0

     0

1,247


	0.02%

0.16%

0.10%

1.08%

0.06%

0.005%

0.002%

0.006%

Nil

0.04%

0.13%

Nil

Nil

Nil

0.06%

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	9,57,609
	55,27,724
	51,573
	0.93%

	
	Number of SLAVE OWNERS
	
	
	15,719
	1.64%


Note: The above chart has been taken from Sardar Bhim Bahadur Pande’s Tyas Bakhat ko Nepal Part One published by Centre for Nepal and Asian Studies, Tribhuwan University in BS 2038. The writer has added a column ‘enslaved population in percentage’ and slightly juxtaposed the districts to bring them in conformity with the existing regional setup. Districts like Kaski and Lamjung have been lumped with the other districts of Western Region and districts like Doti, Baitadi, Dadeldhura, Dailekh and Jumla lumped with those in the Far Western Region. 

viii) Comments on Sardar Pande’s Chart: While Sardar BB Pande has given the figure of 51,573 slaves, Perceval Landon quoting the newspaper, Pioneer, of August 29, 1926 gives a slightly higher figure of 51,782 slaves
. Landon, further quoting the Pioneer, elaborates that 4,651 slaves were liberated by their owners without taking any compensation from the State, 114 slaves
 bought their own freedom, 1,984 died and 1,342 fled. These 8,091 additional slaves raise the actual number of slaves in Nepal to 59,664 or 1.08% of the population was enslaved and not 0.93% as indicated in the chart above. As 51,573 slaves were owned by 15,719 owners, this meant 3.28 slaves per owner. The additional 8,091 slaves meant an additional 2,467 slave owners existed. The total number of slave owners then becomes 18,186 (15,719 + 2,467) which equates to 1.90% of the Nepalese households. Thus, this 1.90% of the households must be the well-off entrenched elites of Nepal. 
Delving into another interesting aspect of the data in the chart, the Tarai, despite having 37.75% of the total population, had the least 0.06% of enslaved population. This was far, far lower than the national enslaved average of 0.93% enslaved. The number of slaves inside the Kathmandu valley, home of the entrenched elites, is deceptively very low at 1,409 slaves. It is most likely that the 4,651 slaves freely freed by their owners were mostly from Kathmandu and many of those died and fled could also be from Kathmandu. The highest enslaved population of 1.77% was in the Western region to be closely followed by 1.73% in the Eastern region. These data speak volumes. Slavery was practiced very little in the Tarai and Far West but it was endemic in the Western and Eastern hill regions. Was this the legacy of the conqueror imposed on the conquered? Or was it that the slaves in the Tarai easily slipped into British-India (muglan) where slavery was a criminal offence? Much could be researched and debated on this issue. The data, however, clearly indicates that the highest 4.81% of the enslaved population in the country was in East Number–3/Okhaldhunga. Second was Kaski & Lamjung’s with 3.11%, third West No.–4/Baglung with 2.84%, fourth East No.–2/Ramechhap with 2.73% and fifth was Palpa and Gulmi at 2.02%. Ramechhap and Okhaldhunga are the abode of the Tamangs and Rais. Again Baglung, Palpa, Gulmi, Kaski and Lamjung are clearly the abode of the Magars and Gurungs. One can thus conclude that the Magars, Gurungs, Tamangs and Rais must have formed the bulk of the 59,664 slaves in 1925 with the sojho Magars in the lead by virtue of having the largest population.

Conclusion: Thus, Nepal’s slavery abolishment was hastened more by the League of Nations’ 1924 Temporary Slavery Commission rather than Chandra Shumshere’s sincere desire to rid the nation from this inhuman practice. Slavery was a criminal offence in India from 1860 but Nepal’s entrenched elites managed to continue it for another 65 long years. It is to be noted that slavery was a practice of the hills and not the Tarai. In striking contrast to the far Western hills of the Khas, slavery was rampant in the hills inhabited principally by Magars, Gurungs, Tamangs and Rais (West No. 4 – Baglung/Parbat, Kaski, Lumjung, Palpa, Gulmi and East No. 2&3 – Ramechhap&Okhaldhunga,). The ‘sojho’ Magars, with the largest ethnic population, must have undoubtedly constituted the major bulk of the 59,664 slaves. As the majority of the freed slaves were the ethnic raitis, the State appears to have paid little attention to their rehabilitation and resettlement. Instead of allotting the fertile lands of Naya Muluk, Morang/Jhapa and Chitwan, the freed slaves were sent to the agriculturally poor lands of Chure hills at Bhichakhori to be renamed Amlekh–gunj, little developed
 to this day except for the recently built storage facilities of Nepal Oil Corporation. 
No doubt, Chandra Shumshere’s 1925 slavery abolishment cleansed the marginalized ethnic hill tribes and dalits from this inhuman practice. But then the State’s elites devised another form of enslavement in the Tarai. When malaria was eradicated
 in the early 1960s from the Tarai, hordes of hill people as well as the smarter landless from UP and Bihar moved into the fertile Tarai, the abode mostly of the aulo resistant Tharus. It was now the turn of the simple ‘sojho’ Tharus and Tarai dalits to be enslaved as Kamalaris and Kamaiyas. This does not mean that the hills
 were free from such exploitation. The political masters of democratic federal republic Nepal have promised to eradicate all forms of human exploitations and create a New Nepal. The tragedy, so well demonstrated by the recently freed Kamalaris/Kamaiyas (free with nothing to eat and feed their families) is that they all fail to be translated into action. Nepal merely transited from kamaras and badhas of the past to Kamalaris and Kamaiyas of the present! This is the greatest challenge facing our New Nepal. For the Kamalaris and Kamaiyas, the proof of the pudding would only be in the eating!

The End

� Madhav Prasad Ghimire’s well-known Malati-Mangale drama of a young slave couple whose freedom was paid for by a passing queen – published by Sajha Prakashan BS 2038. Unfortunately, Nepalese history and literature is a bit muffled on this cruel slavery practice.


� Nepalese history speaks nothing about the contributions of the three Gurkha Regiments employed by East India Company during this 1857 mutiny. It records Jung Bahadur’s Lucknow exploits only.


�  One ought to note the difference in slavery between USA and Nepal. In USA, all slaves were blacks, captured by slave traders like wild animals from West Africa and their offspring. In Nepal, both slaves and slave masters, were Nepalese and not brought from another country. Though slavery was encoded in the 1854 Mulki Ain, the difference between the ruler and the ruled in an ethnically diverse (char jat chhattis varna) Nepal could be instrumental on who ends up as slave. This could be an area of interesting research.


�  On the ‘un-substantiated’ charge (even Lincoln questioned this) that Mexican troops fired on US troops on US soil.


�  Goodwin, Doris Kearns. 2005. Team of Rivals. Simon & Schuster Paperbacks. New York.


�  There were over three million black slaves in the Confederate States.


� Robert Lee was a Colonel in the Union army with a distinguished army career: a West Point graduate, veteran of Mexican war, superintendent of West Point and commander of forces that captured John Brown at Harpers Ferry. When Virginia seceded from the Union and President Lincoln, through his intermediary Francis Blair (senior), offered Colonel Lee the highest ranking military position, Lee replied ‘Mr. Blair, I look upon secession as anarchy….. but how can I draw my sword against Virginia, my native state?’  - op. cit footnote 5.


� Instigated by the Machiaveilian Jung, the weak King Rajendra was dethroned and jailed by his own son, Surendra.


� Sardar BB Pande, BS 2038. Tes Bakhat ko Nepal. Centre for Nepal and Asian Studies, TU. Kathmandu.


�  Ibid.


�  Mulki Ain of Surendra Bickram Shah. BS 2022. Ministry of Law and Justice, HMGN. Law Book Management Board, Singha Durbar, Kathmandu. The 219 signatories are naturally dominated by the ‘Madrajkumar Kumaratmaj’ Kunwar Ranajis, Chhetris and Brahmans – the fathers of 1854 Mulki Ain. One notes just three Shahs and one Shahi among the 219 names. A good number of names do not indicate castes like Subba Shivanarsingh, Vaidyas Ganganath and Chakrapani, Khardars Jitman, Buddhiman, Bhajubir etc. and Mukhiyas Rajbir, Sivananda, Ram Sundar etc. As Chetris and Brahmans invariably inscribe their castes, they must all be either ‘vaishyas or sudhras’. 


� Hofer Andras, The Caste Hierarchy and the State in Nepal (A study of the Mulki Ain of 1854), Himal Books 2004 second Edition, Kathmandu.


�  During the religious coronation rites of King Mahendra and King Birendra by the Mul Purohit, Brigadier Dilman Singh Thapa and Panchyat minister, Padma Sundar Lawati, were reported to have represented themselves as Sudras of the ‘char jat’ for the ceremony!


�  In contrast to the USA law: the Southerners had ensured in the Constitution that all slaves run away to the free North could be caught and returned to their masters. In the celebrated Dred Scott (slave) versus Sandford (owner) case, the Supreme Court Chief Justice Roger Taney of Maryland (‘an implacable foe of racial equality, Republican party and anti-slavery movement’), gave the verdict to return the slave to his master. Dred Scott was then bought by a Mr. Taylor Blow who promptly had him freed. – Op. cit footnote 5.


� Nepalese history mentions only the services rendered by Jung Bahadur. No mention whatsoever is made of the services rendered by East India Company’s three Gurkha regiments (Malaun/1st GR, Sirmoor/2nd GR and Kumaon/3rd GR) and in particular the 490 strength Sirmoor Rifles that held Hindoo Rao’s House on the Delhi Ridge for 98 days during the critical phase of mutiny, suffering 327 killed – an extremely high 67% dead!


� While Jung had half of the Bardiya district allotted to himself, he had the other half divided among his six brothers – LF Stiller in Growth of a Nation!


� Dev Shumshere, despite his short-lived premiership, started the Gorkhapatra newspaper and established 30 vernacular schools in Nepal.


� Jung, as the Shree 3 Maharajdhiraj, had the Lamjung/Kaski kingship thrust upon himself through the Lal Mohar of his samdhi, King Surendra!


�  Sardar BB Pande, BS 2038. Tes Bakhat ko Nepal. Centre for Nepal and Asian Studies, TU. Kathmandu.


�  In Rana fashion because though the nation’s annual revenue was about Rupees two crores (according to Sardar BB Pande), Chandra used the Pashupati funds so that the burden on national treasury, the PM’s exclusive private purse, would be less.


�  Perceval Landon. 1928. Nepal. Asian Educational Services reprint 1993. New Delhi. Landon was reportedly commissioned by Chandra Shumshere to write a book on Nepal, that some do not hesitate to add Chandra’s own biography. Landon did his writing ensconced at Babar Mahal, the palace of Chandra’s second son, Babar. Hence, Landon naturally had all praises for the Ranas and in particular Chandra, his purser!


� In the 1920s, the salary of a Gurkha Sepoy in the British-Indian army was Rupees 10/- per month. To be noted in contrast, Sardar BB Pande in Tes Bakhat ko Nepal states that Chandra Shumshere distributed 80 lakh Rupees to each of his sons (Mohan, Babar, Kaiser, Singha, Krishna, Bishnu, Shankar and Madan). This led to an intense feud between the super-rich Chandra and the not-so-rich Juddha clans, culminating in the 2001 Royal Massacre purported to have been carried out by Crown Prince Dipendra – scion of Juddha hell-bent on marrying Deviyani Rana of Chandra clan! Sardar Bhim Bahadur Pande gives another fascinating insights into these ‘poverty-ridden‘ sons of Chandra. The canny Kaiser requested his dying father, Chandra, to distribute the 3 crore Rupees lying at the Mulki Khana (collected for the impending Nepal-Tibet war) as otherwise their Bhim Bua, the next Prime Minister, would pocket it all! The shrewd Chandra rebutted ‘…mulki khana ko tyo thulo rakamle Bhim Shumshere ko mukh ma bujho lagauchha, ra timiharu ko hurmat ra jyan jogaune chha.’ True to Chandra’s foresight, Bhim Shumshere, though he ruled for only three years, never dared to snarl or snipe at Chandra’s super-rich sons.


� Goodwin, Doris Kearns. 2005. Team of Rivals. Simon & Schuster Paperbacks. New York. Bates later became President Lincoln’s Attorney General.


�  Ibid. Seward later became Secretary of State in Lincoln’s cabinet.


� Perceval Landon. 1928. Nepal. Asian Educational Services reprint 1993. New Delhi.


�  Gorkhapatra Mangsir 17, 1981 BS gives a third slightly different figure of 51,519 freed slaves. But Sardar Pande and Gorkhapatra have the same slave owner figure of 15,719. 


� This is indeed very noteworthy. One only wonders if Chandra, as his moral duty, paid back these 114 slaves who bought their own freedom from their shameless owners. 


� In comparison with the developments of Naya Muluk, Chitwan, Morang and Jhapa that were agriculturally very fertile and hence allotted to the entrenched elites as birtas!


� Even American scholars now dub the WHO 1960s’ malaria eradication project as the project that eradicated the indigenous aulo resistant Tharus from their Tarai homeland!


� Kantipur, Bhadra 1, 2064: The father of Dhan Maya Tamang of Dahalphedi/Rasuwa had taken a loan of Rupees 10,000/-. As he died without paying his debts, the creditor forced the school going Dhan Maya to leave her school and look after his yaks and sheep in the remote hills for four years. When Kantipur newspaper reported this, the Nepal Savings & Loan Cooperative gave Dhan Maya Rs 12,000/- with CPN-UML leader, Bharat Mohan Adhikari, hopping on the limelight band as Chief Guest. Kantipur did not deem it necessary to disclose the name of the shameless creditor!
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