Francis Buchanan Hamilton on Magars

The Magars, called Mungurs by Colonel Kirkpatrick, occupied a great proportion of the lower hills in the western parts,seem to have received the Rajput chiefs with much cordiality, and have now adopted a great part of the ferocious customs of these mountain Hindus. they eat copiously the flesh of hogs, goats, sheep, ducks, and fowls, but now abstain from beef. they are much addictd to intoxication, and are excessively cruel and treacherous; but they are men of great bodily vigour and mental activity. they have, in general, submitted to the guidance of the same Brahmans and Sannyanis that instruct the Rajputs; but formerly had priests of their own tribe called Damis, and seemed to have worshipped chiefly ghosts. they marry only one wife.(page 26)

The family of Gorkha which now governs Nepal, although it pretends to come from Chitwaur, according to Sadu Ram, a good authority, is, in reality, of the Magar tribe; and, at any rate, these people are now firmly attached to its interests, by having largely shared in the sweets of conquest; and by far the greatest part of the regular troops of that family is composed of this nation. Colonel Kirkpatrick has given a short vocabulary of its language, which has no affinity to the Parbatiya or Sangskrita. in the vocabulary which I have deposited in the Company's library, will be seen a more full specimen of the magar language, which now, at least, is written in the Nagri character. by many of the soldiery, owing to their frequent absence from home, for the purpose attending at court, it has been entirely forgotten. in a short time, therefore, it is highly probable that this people may unite with the mountain Hindus, and be considered as one of their casts.(p. 26)
 

About the originality of the Khas Ranas, although it is countered by historians, the writer is of the opinion that “the Khas Ranas, there is no doubt, were originally Magar; but whether the Thapas, Karkis, Majhis, Basnats, Bishtakos, and Kharkas, all now considered as Hindus of the Khas tribe, were branches of Magar race, or Jariyas, or Gurungs, I cannot take upon myself to say. I can only observe, that, in this vicinity, I heard of no tribes but the Magars, Jariyas, and Gurungs, that spoke languages different from Khas, and that there is no reason to suppose the Thapas, &c.to have come from Chitaur; although, on adopting the religion and laws of that country, they have also adopted its language, but many of them still speak the Magar tongue.”

Hamilton expreses a rather difficult opinion on the status of a tribe (?) pretending to be of Pamar (?), “but it is alleged, as I have already explained, that this is a mere fable, and that, on the arrival of the colony from Chitaur, this family were Magar. One of the branches, however, has long adopted the Hindu rules of purity, and has intermarried with the best families, although not without creating disgust; and the other branch remains in primitive impurity, although we have seen that the same is the with the Chauhan, who long pretended to a great superiority over the chiefs of Gorkha.”
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